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Dr. Freisthler takes reins
as Pl while HCS enters '23

With memories of Dr. Rebecca
Jackson still fresh, it may be diffi-
cult to contemplate moving for-
ward, but the HEALIing Commu-
nities Study is fortunate to have
the talents of Dr. Bridget Freisthler
available as we move forward into
a new year.

"As of this week, | am stepping
in as Pl of the HEALing Commu-
nities Study at Ohio State. Dr. (T.
John) Winhusen and | will share
Pl responsibilities, as he previously
did with Dr. Jackson," Dr. Freisth-
ler wrote recently. "One person
cannot fill Dr. Jackson's shoes.
We will work very closely with the
rest of the executive leadership
team, Drs. (Tim) Huerta, (Michael)
Konstan, and (Pam) Salsberry, to
implement Dr. Jackson's vision."

Dr. Freisthler is a professor as
well as the Associate Dean of
Research and Faculty Develop-
ment in the College of Social Work
at The Ohio State University. Her
areas of expertise include drug
and alcohol use, drug distribution
systems, child abuse and neglect,
geographic information systemes,
spatial analysis, and service avail-
ability.

In her online biography, she
writes that her work focuses on
"1) understanding how health and
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social problems vary across geo-
graphic areas, such as neighbor-
hoods, 2) identifying those areas
in a community which are at risk
for developing or already experi-
encing high levels of harms based
on a growing understanding of
neighborhood ecologies, and 3)
examining how the location of ser-
vices may further help or hinder
the development of problems in
neighborhood areas."

In particular, Dr. Freisthler is
interested in examining how the
availability of facilities such as
alcohol outlets and marijuana dis-
pensaries — called the substance

use environment - affects other
harms, such as crime and child
maltreatment.

Her other projects include the
Empowering Communities Initia-
tive, which also works to address
opioid overdose deaths; Enhanc-
ing Permanency in Children and
Families; and the Ohio START
Evaluation. She also leads the She
leads the Child Abuse and Neglect
(CAN) Social Ecological Models
Consortium.

After receiving bachelor's de-
grees in child development and
family studies as well as psychol-
ogy from Purdue University, Dr.
Freisthler earned a master's de-
gree in social service administra-
tion from the University of Chica-
go and her PhD in social welfare
from the University of California,
Berkeley. Before coming to Ohio
State, she held several positions,
including as a tenured professor,
with the University of California,
Los Angeles.

"l look forward to working with
everyone in this new role. | am
thankful to all of you, who work
so diligently on this project," Dr.
Freisthler wrote. "Together, we will
continue to address the opioid cri-
sis in Ohio and improve lives in our
communities and beyond."
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