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SAFER SOCIETY FOR CHILDREN 
Background of the Problem 
 

In the first half of 2017 alone, 1,764 cases of child sexual abuse (CSA) were 
reported in Pakistan. While reported cases of CSA have risen, efforts to 
combat this issue have either been narrow in outlook, or extremely small in 
scale. CSA is a persistent problem in Pakistan, where societal taboos 
suppress frank conversations about the issue—leaving children and parents ill 
equipped to deal with abuse. However, in recent years as harrowing details of 
specific cases have emerged, there has been a significant increase in protests 
and condemnations, and a greater receptiveness to open and honest 
discussions.  
 

Overview of the Project 
 

Safer Society for Children (SSC) was started by the Information Technology 
University of Punjab (ITU) to address the issue of CSA through targeted 
workshops for elementary school-age children, parents, teachers, police, and 
healthcare professionals. The program is being implemented as a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad (Pakistan), with technical 
assistance from the OSU College of Social Work and the American 
Professional Society on the Abuse of Children. 
 
SSC conducted 46 focus groups with 451 participants in the Kasur and 
Sheikhupura regions to inform the development of targeted workshops. The 
OSU College of Social Work provided technical assistance on curriculum 
development, as well as the development of workshop materials for children, 
parents, teachers, police, and health care professionals. Children are taught to 
recognize and report uncomfortable and inappropriate actions. Parent and 
teacher workshops focus on the signs and impact of CSA and how to talk to 
children in a developmentally appropriate manner. And police and health care 
professionals are sensitized to better interact with and help CSA survivors.  
 
In February 2020, SSC organized an international conference that brought 
together academics, practitioners, policy makers, and journalists to share ideas 
and best practices related to the multidimensional nature of CSA. The 
conference also served as the official launch of a free online course—
Recognizing and Responding to Child Abuse—based on U.S. mandatory 

reporting laws. Drs. Elinam Dellor and Nichole Michaels were invited to meet the SSC team in Pakistan to observe 
workshops in two elementary schools in Kasur and lead a panel on the biological cost of child abuse and neglect and 
implications for early identification and interventions. The visit provided both OSU and SSC the opportunity to discuss 
common barriers and successful strategies, and to share experiences about best practices, particularly in the context of 
limited resources and competing demands. This successful international partnership highlights the mutual benefits that 
can be attained through collaboration, even on a topic that can be very difficult to address.  

OBJECTIVES 

 Participating children can identify 

inappropriate and unacceptable 

behavior. 

 Participating children, parents, and 

teachers can identify signs of abuse 

in children and recognize the 

detrimental outcomes of abuse. 

 Participating doctors, community 

health workers, and police are more 

sensitive to child sexual abuse cases 

and motivated to deal with them in an 

appropriate and timely manner. 

 Push for mandatory trainings across 

key professions such as nursing, 

childcare, teaching, and police. 

CONTACT US 
The Ohio State University  

College of Social Work 
csw.osu.edu/research 
Phone: 614-292-9229 

ABOUT THE RESEARCHERS 
 

The OSU College of Social Work (CSW) is assisting SSC with technical assistance. Dr. Elinam Dellor 

is a senior researcher at CSW and Dr. Nichole Michaels is a senior research scientist with the Center 

for Injury Research and Policy at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. Both of their research interests 

focuses on the short and long-term consequences of child abuse and neglect. The SSC team at the 

ITU is led by Dr. Izza Aftab (assistant professor and chair of the Department of Economics) who 

oversees program implementation and evaluation, and Syeda Amna Hassan and Hassan Bukhari 

(teaching fellows) who oversee workshop curriculum development and the development of the online 

Child Abuse Reporter Training.  

Contact information: Dellor.1@osu.edu | Visit go.osu.edu/SaferSociety to view a project video 

Above: Trainer Khadeja Tahir leading a student 
workshop for 5th graders at the Qaiser Garh Girls 
School, Kasur District, Pakistan  

https://go.osu.edu/safersociety

