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Online MSW Course Descriptions 

Please note not all courses are offered each semester. A tentative course-offering list can be found on 

our website www.csw.osu.edu  or here under curriculum guides 

 

 

MSW Electives 

SWK 

5001 

Writing For Agency 

Practice 

2 This course will provide an introduction to professional 

documentation and record keeping, including informed 

consent forms, biopsychosocial histories, treatment plans, 

progress notes, termination summaries, and professional 

correspondence.  

SWK 

5002 

AIDS: Facts & Issues 3 Examines the physiological, psychosocial, legal, cultural, 

and educational issues surrounding the HIV disease & 

implications for social work practice. 

SWK 

5004 

International Social 

Work 

3 Examination of social issues through a global perspective 

in order to fully appreciate the role of culturally diverse 

and country-specific responses to social problems. 

SWK 

5005 

Human Trafficking: 

Domestic and Global 

Perspectives 

3 Examination of domestic and global human trafficking 

from a social work perspective. 

SWK 

5006 

Sexualities, Diversity, 

& Social Work 

3 Diversity of sexual identities, beliefs, behavior, and 

lifestyles are explored in the context of social work’s 

mission, values, and ethics for professional practice. 

SWK 

5007 

Child Welfare I 3 First of two courses designed to provide the knowledge, 

concepts, and tools for beginning level practice in public 

child welfare. 

SWK 

5008 

Child Welfare II 3 Second of two courses designed to provide the knowledge, 

concepts, and tools for beginning level practice in public 

and private child welfare settings. 

SWK 

5009 

Family Caregiving: 

Contemporary Issues, 

Programs, & Policies 

3 Development of knowledge and skills to address the needs 

of individuals providing care for those with a disability or 

chronic illness. 

SWK 

5805 

Theories & Biological 

Basis of Substance 

Misuse 

3 The focus of this course is to explore traditional and 

contemporary theories, and their supporting evidence, 

related to substance misuse and the etiology of substance 

use disorders (including addiction). 

SWK 

5806 

Diagnosis & 

Treatment of 

Substance Use 

Disorders 

3 The focus of this undergraduate elective course is to 

introduce and review concepts and current issues related to 

screening, assessment, diagnosis, and treatment planning 

for individuals with alcohol and other drug [AOD] use 

problems 

http://www.csw.osu.edu/
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SWK 

5807 

Preventing Substance 

Misuse 

3 Introduces students to evidence-based strategies and 

techniques that are used to prevent individuals from 

developing a substance use disorder; focuses on prevention 

as a science and highlights several theories and 

methodologies that govern prevention practice.  

SWK 

5808 

Group & Relationship 

Approaches in 

Substance Misuse 

Treatment 

3 Content includes review of the evidence base and 

techniques for contemporary and historical models of 

substance abuse intervention and prevention, including 

vulnerability, risk, resilience and protective factors. 

MSW Core Courses 

SWK 

6188 

Preparing for Field 

Education 

1 This course is designed to prepare students for a successful 

and meaningful field education experience. By providing 

an orientation to field education, policies and procedures, 

training on Ohio Benefits Bank, safety, mental wellness 

and self-care, students will be ultimately prepared to be 

active learners and leaders in field. 

SWK 

6189 

1st Year Field 

Practicum 

2 Foundation internship in a social work agency; integration 

of 

classroom knowledge and skills with practice experiences. 

SWK 

6201 

Social & Economic 

Justice 

3 This course will provide students with foundation 

knowledge related to social justice in the context of social 

welfare in advancing human rights of all people. The 

historical and current issues and trends related to social and 

economic justice will be presented in the context of social 

work practice and theory at all levels (i.e. micro, meso, 

macro), and described in other fields and disciplines which 

overlap and influence the field of social work 

SWK 

6202 

Diversity & Cultural 

Competence 

3 Presents theories, phenomena of diversity, cultural 

awareness and sensitivity, and knowledge and skills in 

culturally competent social work practice with diverse 

groups.  Provides an understanding of the role of 

disparities in the context of oppression and recognizes the 

impact of differences on access and opportunities. 

SWK 

6301 

Social Work 

Perspectives on 

Development and 

Behavior Across the 

Lifespan 

3 Overview of biopsychosocial processes of human 

development that influence individuals’ behavior across 

the lifespan in order to conduct effective prevention and 

intervention plans.  
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SWK 

6302 

Organizational & 

Community Systems 

3 This course critically examines explanatory theory 

regarding the functioning of human service organizations, 

residential institutions, and communities with applications 

to social work assessment and intervention. 

SWK 

6401 

Engaging with 

Evidence 

3 This course helps students develop the requisite values, 

skills, and knowledge for beginning to apply evidence in 

identifying, selecting and evaluating social work practices 

at all levels of intervention and for introducing those 

aspects of engaging with evidence that are critical to 

developing competitive funding proposals for social work 

services. 

SWK 

6501 

Engaging & Entering 

the Profession 

4 This course will introduce students to the knowledge, skills 

and values needed to prepare for and engage in social work 

with vulnerable and oppressed populations 

SWK 

7189 

2nd Year Field 

Practicum  

1-4 Advanced internship in a social work agency; integration 

of 

classroom knowledge and practice skills within a practice 

area 

specialization. 

SWK 

7400 

Evidence in Social 

Work Practice (ASAP 

only) 

2 This course is designed for ASAP students to develop 

knowledge, values and skills about evidence to inform 

practice and prepare to analyze evidence at all levels of 

practice. 

SWK 

7401 

Social Work 

Evaluation I 

3 This is a two semester course sequence focusing on how to 

evaluate social work practice and programs.  Over the two 

semesters students will learn how to design an appropriate 

evaluation strategy, select relevant outcome measure, 

collect and analyze evaluation data, and use evaluation 

outcomes to guide practice and policy decisions. 

SWK 

7402 

Social Work 

Evaluation II 

3 Second part of the 7401/7402 sequence in which students 

will conduct an evaluation as part of their field practicum 

and report the results of the evaluation to demonstrate 

mastery of these essential social work skills. 

SWK 

7500 

Professional 

Development (ASAP 

only) 

2 Course for ASAP students provides an opportunity for the 

student to integrate knowledge from their undergraduate 

foundation into an advanced generalist practice framework. 

Special attention is given to vulnerable and oppressed 

populations, those living in poverty, other at-risk 

populations, and issues related to diversity within our 

society. 
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SWK 

7511 

Clinical Social Work 

with Children and 

Adolescents 

(Micro course) 

3 The course focuses specifically on the preschool, school 

aged children and adolescents and provides an overview of 

the background of mental health treatment of 

children/adolescents, development in context, 

developmental psychopathology (e.g., developmental 

trajectories, risk and protective factors), the helping 

process (e.g., assessment, treatment planning, and 

termination); and common childhood/adolescent disorders 

SWK 

7512 

Clinical Social Work 

Practice with Couples 

& Families 

(Micro course) 

3 This course emphasizes a treatment approach that views 

family members as making up an interlocking system that 

is the context for the formation and resolution of problems 

of the family and its members. This course focuses on the 

family as the client rather than individual family members 

SWK 

7515 

Crisis Intervention & 

Trauma Treatment 

(Micro course) 

3 Learn how to effectively intervene with clients in crisis, 

and several effective approaches to clinically intervening 

with clients experiencing trauma and posttraumatic stress 

syndrome (PTSD).  Crisis intervention and trauma 

treatment with clients from diverse groups and with 

minority status. 

SWK 

7516 

Assessment & 

Diagnosis in Social 

Work Practice 

(Micro course) 

3 This course looks at patterns of human behavior and 

psychosocial functioning conceptualized as 

psychopathology, deviance, and/or responses to extreme 

stress.  The content addresses such concepts as function 

and dysfunction, mental health and mental illness, and 

normality and abnormality 

SWK 

7517 

Social Work Practice 

in Schools 

(Micro course) 

3 Prepares students to work effectively in the education 

setting as a licensed school social worker. This course 

examines major issues in American schools; theoretical 

frameworks for social work services in schools; the 

delivery of services; models of school social work 

intervention; evidence-based intervention strategies, and 

school-family-community partnerships.   

SWK 

7519 

Motivational 

Interviewing 

(Micro course) 

1.5 Advanced practice knowledge, skills, and values related to 

engaging clients in motivational interviewing 

conversations for the purpose of promoting their 

intentional behavior change processes. 

SWK 

7520 

Pharmacotherapy in 

Social Work 

(Micro course) 

1.5 A survey of key principles, issues, and social work practice 

implications related to common interventions involving 

medications for addressing mental health and substance 

abuse problems. 
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SWK 

7530 

Needs Assessment & 

Program Design 

(Macro course) 

3 This course is designed to introduce methods of program 

development and design, and the skills for program 

implementation and management in the human services.  

Primary attention will be given to needs assessment and 

program design as a collective decision-making process 

utilized by organizations, systems and communities to 

serve their clients better. 

SWK 

7532 

Supervision and 

Human Resource 

Management 

(Macro course) 

3 An overview of models and specific skills used in social 

work supervision and effective management of the human 

resources which are appropriate to both clinical and 

community practice settings. Special focus on the 

acquisition of the knowledge and skills needed to manage 

human service workers effectively. 

SWK 

7620 

Integrative Seminar I 

on Mental Health & 

Substance Abuse 

(emphasis on Mental 

Health) 

3 This course provides a comprehensive survey of social 

work practice, policy, program, and organizational issues 

and outcome evidence related to the delivery of mental 

health services. 

SWK 

7621 

Integrative Seminar II 

on Mental Health & 

Substance Abuse 

(emphasis on 

Substance Abuse) 

3 This course provides a comprehensive survey of social 

work practice, program, and policy issues, theories, and 

evidence related to substance use, misuse, abuse, and 

dependency across the lifespan. 

SWK 

7630 

Integrative Seminar I 

on Child & Youth 

Services (must be 

taken sequentially with 

SWK 7631) 

3 First of two integrated seminars offered in the child and 

youth services practice area. It prepares social workers to 

be employed in schools, child welfare agencies, juvenile 

court systems, or community-based youth development 

settings to serve children, youth, and their families. This 

includes specialized knowledge of the current trends and 

issues, policies, theories, range of services, desired 

outcomes, and best practices pertaining to the social work 

practice in these children and youth service settings. It 

provides the context in which students will apply their 

practice skills acquired in the advanced practice methods 

courses. 

SWK 

7631 

Integrative Seminar II 

on Child & Youth 

Services 

3 Second of two integrated seminars offered in the child and 

youth services practice area. It prepares social workers to 

be employed in schools, child welfare agencies, juvenile 

court systems, or community-based youth development 

settings to serve children, youth, and their families. This 

includes specialized knowledge of the current trends and 

issues, policies, theories, range of services, desired 

outcomes, and best practices pertaining to the social work 

practice in these children and youth service settings. It 

provides the context in which students will apply their 

practice skills acquired in the advanced practice methods 

courses. 

 


