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INTRODUCTION

Human Trafficking holds 21 million children, women, and men around the world in 
cap'vity (Interna'onal Labour Organiza'on, 2015). As one of the most remunera've 
transna'onal crimes, human trafficking generates billions in revenue annually. Human 
trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery where a person is forced to engage in labor 
or sexual ac'vi'es against their will through coercion or force (Polaris Project, 2018). 
Of the various forms of human trafficking, the illegal sex industry ranks in the top three 
of the largest criminal enterprises. 

Prevalence: Sex trafficking is sexual exploita'on through the use of force, fraud, or 
coercion (U.S Department of State, 2005). Any minor under the age of 18, in the 
United States, engaged in commercial sex acts is automa'cally considered a vic'm of 
sex trafficking under the law. There are an es'mated 4.5 million vic'ms of sex 
trafficking globally. Ohio ranked fourth in the highest amount trafficking cases as 
reported by states ("Hotline Sta's'cs", 2019). A recent report from the (Ohio Human 
Trafficking Task Force, 2019) revealed that over 300 people in the state of Ohio were 
vic'ms of sex trafficking. 

Ra+onale: Service providers are at the forefront of comba^ng sex trafficking in Central 
Ohio. However, there is limited research done on understanding 
what services are available to survivors of sex trafficking  and the gaps in services  
specifically in Central Ohio

METHODS

This qualita've research study used in-depth interviews to explore experiences of service 
providers working on an'-human trafficking efforts in Central Ohio. The interviews were 
conducted using a semi-structured interview guide with several open and closed-ended 
ques'ons designed to beaer understand experiences of service providers. The interviews 
lasted an average of 48 minutes. The interviews were audio recorded and then transcribed 
for purposes of analysis. A total of 5 interviews were conducted for this research. All the 
interviews were from different social service agencies in Central Ohio.

Interview Ques+on Guide: The interview guide was comprised of ontological research 
ques'ons to explore service providers perspec'ves of sex trafficking survivors and their 
need, availability of resources and services, organiza'onal strengths and weaknesses, and 
areas of improvement for work on an'-human trafficking efforts (Saldaña, 2013). 

Data Analysis: Data collected from transcrip'on was coded using (first-cycle): open-coding 
and in-vivo coding and (acer first cycle coding): categorizing and developing themes 
(Saldaña, 2013).

Results

Themes
1. The needs of survivors are extensive, various, and growing. 
2. Central Ohio possesses the resources necessary to help support and advocate for 

survivors of sex trafficking. 
3. There is a need for “more” (housing options, service providers, funding, etc.) and the 

needs of survivors need to be met with trauma-informed care and resources.

CONCLUSIONS
The results of the research study indicate that the an'-human trafficking agencies in 
Central, Ohio have the capability to meet the varying needs of survivors of sex 
trafficking. To meet the growing needs in a comprehensive manner, it will require 
more funding and support from a mul'-disciplinary team.
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AIM

The research study aims to explore the experiences of service providers working on 
an'-human trafficking efforts in Central, Ohio. The objec'ves of this research are: 
● to explore the needs of survivors of sex trafficking in Central Ohio 
● to understand what services are available for the survivors of sex trafficking in 

Central Ohio
● to understand gaps in services pertaining to survivors of sex trafficking in Central 

Ohio.
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