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PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE 
ASSESSING CHANGES IN CHILD MALTREATMENT DUE TO THE 
SACRAMENTO NEIGHBORHOOD ALCOHOL PREVENTION PROJECT (SNAPP) 

Background of the Problem 
 

1 in 8 children are estimated to experience child maltreatment before age 18. 
Substance abuse—and in particular alcohol abuse—is a likely cause of child 
maltreatment; interventions to reduce alcohol abuse at the community level might 
also prevent child maltreatment. Called environmental interventions, intervention 
activities are designed to reduce supply of alcohol.  

 
Overview of the Project 
 

This study examines whether a program aimed to reduce alcohol use and alcohol 
availability in neighborhoods—the Sacramento Neighborhood Alcohol Prevention 
Project (SNAPP)—also reduced child abuse and neglect.  
 
SNAPP was originally designed to reduce alcohol-related problems among young 
adults ages 15–29, and found significant reductions in assaults and motor vehicle 
accidents. This project uses data from SNAPP and analyzes them in relation to 
changes in child maltreatment, as this age group also coincides with parents who 
have higher rates of child abuse and neglect.  
 
The original SNAPP intervention consisted of five approaches to limit alcohol sales 
in select Sacramento neighborhoods: (1) Community Mobilization; (2) Community 

Awareness; (3) Responsible Beverage Service; (4) Enforcement of Sales to Underage Minors; and (5) Enforcement of 
Sales to Intoxicated Patrons. Our goal is to assess whether and how these SNAPP components and their dosages 
affected child maltreatment during the intervention period (1998–2014). We will also attempt to identify whether some 
intervention activities are more likely than others to reduce alcohol-related child maltreatment. Ultimately, if we find that 
alcohol environmental interventions reduce child abuse and neglect, the cost-effectiveness of these interventions may 
be higher than previously known. 

OBJECTIVES 

 Does the Sacramento 

Neighborhood Alcohol 

Prevention Project (SNAPP) 

decrease rates of child 

maltreatment in study areas 

from 1998 to 2014?  

 What specific SNAPP 

interventions are more likely 

to reduce alcohol-related 

child maltreatment?  

 Does SNAPP decrease 

rates of child abuse more 

quickly among parents 

younger than 30 years old?  
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