CHECK OUT OUR MSW CURRICULUM
YOUR MSW AT A GLANCE

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Our award-winning curriculum gives you the tools
you need to become a well-rounded social worker
and the advantage you’re looking for to hit the
workforce running.

DUAL DEGREE PROGRAMS
Students with cross-disciplinary interests may want
to consider one of our dual degree programs.
While working on their MSW, students can
pursue a second master’s degree in one of three
programs established with other academic units at
Ohio State:
n Master of Arts (MA) from the John Glenn College
of Public Affairs
n Master of Public Health (MPH) from the College
of Public Health
n Master of City and Regional Planning (MCRP)
from the Knowlton School of Architecture

FOUNDATION COURSES
You’ll start with our foundation courses during
your first and second semesters. These courses
are designed to address the core competencies
essential for all social workers.
AREAS OF EMPHASIS
You will develop the competencies needed to
successfully practice in a variety of fields, such
as: aging and health, child and youth services,
community and social justice, and mental health
and substance abuse. In these integrated courses
you will develop competencies in policies, theories,
issues, services, best practices and desired
outcomes.
ADVANCED PRACTICE METHODS COURSES
Our advanced practice methods courses help
you acquire the competencies needed to practice
social work at micro and macro levels. Micro level
courses focus on how to engage with others in
direct practice, including working with individuals,
families, groups and communities. Macro level
courses teach you to engage at organizational,
community, and policy levels to effect change on a
broader scale.
ENGAGING WITH EVIDENCE: PRACTICE AND
PROGRAM EVALUATION
You will complete two courses in practice and
program evaluation. The first course introduces
the knowledge and skills required to plan and
complete an evaluation. The second course
provides you with the opportunity to conduct your
own evaluation project.

FIELD EDUCATION EXPERIENCE
Field education is one of the most vital components
of your social work education. MSW students are
required to complete 224 hours in their first year
and 672 in their second year. (ASAP students
complete 672 hours of the advanced field
placement only.) The first-year field placement is
supported by seminars that address field-related
issues and maximize student internship experience.
In the second-year advanced field placement
students develop specific skills and knowledge
in an area of practice related to their chosen
specialization.

EDUCATION ABROAD
Studying abroad offers students a cross-cultural
experience that changes lives and prepares
students for a global work environment. We
encourage students to consider the many options
Ohio State offers for spending time in another
country. The experience broadens one’s worldview
and enriches perspectives for cross-cultural social
work practice.

ELECTIVES
Electives supplement the core and advanced
MSW curriculum. Students in the regular full- and
part-time programs need 9 elective credit hours;
students in the ASAP program need 7 elective
credit hours.
2-YEAR MSW CURRICULUM BREAKDOWN
Foundation Courses
Areas of Emphasis
Advanced Practice Methods Courses
Practice Evaluation Courses
Field Education & Seminar
Elective Courses

19 Hours
6 Hours
12 Hours
6 Hours
11 hours
9 Hours

TOTAL

63 Hours

ASAP CURRICULUM BREAKDOWN
Foundation Courses
Areas of Emphasis
Advanced Practice Methods Courses
Practice Evaluation Courses
Field Education & Seminar
Elective Courses

4 Hours
6 Hours
12 Hours
6 Hours
8 hours
7 Hours

TOTAL

43 hours

UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
University Partnership Title IV-E Child Welfare
Training (UPP) offers a one-of-a-kind opportunity
for students passionate about working with
children and families. UPP offers specialized
child welfare classes and the ability to complete
your field placement in a public children services
agency. A $5,000 financial incentive is available
upon completion and successful employment in
an Ohio public children services agency.

COMBINED MSW/PHD PROGRAM
The combined MSW/PhD is an accelerated program
that allows a single application and admission
process. This program is for people who are
interested in making a difference through research
and teaching. We are preparing the next generation
of social work scholars, researchers, and educators.
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORK
The School Social Work (SSW) Licensure Program
is a specialized curriculum that trains you to be the
link between the school, home and community.
All licensure requirements are completed during
the program and graduates are eligible for a
SSW license from the Ohio Department of
Education (ODE).

