
 
  

MSW Elective Courses 
(please check with MSW Program Office for updated lists of recently added elective courses  

not reflected on the following list) 
Course 

# 
Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
5001 

Writing For Agency Practice 2 Introduction to documentation skills utilized in the delivery of social 
work services. 

SWK 
5002 

AIDS: Facts & Issues 3 Examines the physiological, psychosocial, legal, cultural, and 
educational issues surrounding the HIV disease & implications for 
social work practice. 

SWK 
5004 

International Social Work 3 Examination of social issues through a global perspective in order to 
fully appreciate the role of culturally diverse and country-specific 
responses to social problems. 

SWK 
5005 

Human Trafficking: 
Domestic and Global 
Perspectives 

2 Examination of domestic and global human trafficking from a social 
work perspective. 

SWK 
5006 

Sexualities, Diversity, & 
Social Work 

3 Diversity of sexual identities, beliefs, behavior, and lifestyles are 
explored in the context of social work’s mission, values, and ethics 
for professional practice. 

SWK 
5007 

Child Welfare I 3 First of two courses designed to provide the knowledge, concepts, 
and tools for beginning level practice in public child welfare. 

SWK 
5008 

Child Welfare II 3 Second of two courses designed to provide the knowledge, concepts, 
and tools for beginning level practice in public and private child 
welfare settings. 

SWK 
5009 

Family Caregiving: 
Contemporary Issues, 
Programs, & Policies 

3 Development of knowledge and skills to address the needs of 
individuals providing care for those with a disability. 

SWK 
5011 

Loss & Grief: A Social Work 
Practice Perspective 

2 Theoretical, cultural, social and personal aspects of loss and grief; 
approaches and interventions with diverse populations. 

SWK 
5012 

Social Work Approaches to 
Conflict Resolution 

2 Introduction to negotiation and mediation skills from a social work 
perspective to resolve conflict in work with individuals, families, 
groups, organizations, and communities. 

SWK 
5013 

Integrative Body-Mind-
Spirit Approach to 
Assessment and Treatment 

2 Knowledge and skills regarding assessment and treatment 
techniques pertaining to a holistic approach of mind, body, and spirit 
treatment. 

SWK 
5014 

Juvenile Delinquency & 
Correctional Practice in 
Social Work 

3 Knowledge and theories about criminal offending and interventions 
with both juveniles and adults offenders. 

SWK 
5015 

Social Work Practice & The 
Law 

3 Knowledge about the interface of social work and law. 

SWK 
5016 

Affirmative Practice with 
LGBTQ Individuals, Couples, 
and Families 

3 Comprehensive overview of the salient psycho-social issues and life-
course phenomena distinctive to the LGBTQ experience and 
affirmative interventions. 

SWK 
5017 

Social Work Practice in the 
Field of IDD 

2 Social work principles related to social, cultural, physical and 
educational/vocational issues of IDD using a lifespan perspective. 

SWK  
5018 

Strategies for 
Interprofessional Case 
Management 

2 A problem-focused learning approach to the interprofessional 
management of complex patients to develop an understanding of 
the roles and scope of practice of different professions and the 
impact of a team approach to patient care. 



  

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
5019 

Cross-National Community 
Development 

2 Addresses different variations of community-based interventions in 
Central America and the US; examines the main challenges of 
community based intervention for social development; challenges 
traditional conceptions of development employing a value-based 
framework; stimulates critical thinking about key issues and 
challenges in international development using the UN perspective. 

SWK 
5020 

Social Work and the Jewish 
Community 

1.5 Examines the organization, structure of Jewish communal service in 
the USA; Jewish culture, history, values, religious practices in relation 
to social service delivery and evolution; Jewish identity, minority 
status, and ethnicity. Other minority groups’ experiences are 
discussed with implications for the future role of ethnic minorities in 
US culture and direction of social services. 

SWK 
5021 

Summer Institute of 
Addiction Studies 

1 The Addiction Studies Institute provides students with state of the art 
information in working within the field of substance 
dependency/prevention. The goal is to provide the latest information 
in treatment planning, prevention, intervention, family work, 
wellness and recovery and current trends impacting service delivery 
systems. 

SWK 
5022 

Social Work Interventions 
with Latinos 

3 This course provides a comprehensive understanding of social 
work interventions (clinical and macro practices) with diverse 
Latino/a populations.  Latinos/as or Hispanics are the largest and 
fastest growing ethnic group in the United States. The course 
explores the history of Latino immigration to the U.S., the 
demographic make-up of the various waves of immigrants from 
Latin America, and the make-up of the current Latino population. 
Students critically examine a variety of practice frameworks, 
socio-ecological concepts and theories, and cultural constructs 
that inform culturally-competent and evidence-based social work 
practices with different Latino/as groups. 

SWK 
5023 

Family Violence: Social 
Work Perspectives and 
Interventions 

3 This course introduces the fundamental knowledge and concepts for 
working with victims of all types of family violence.  The factors that 
contribute to family violence and the long-term consequences are 
emphasized.  The importance of multidisciplinary teams in 
responding to family violence is addressed with presentations by 
various professionals representing victim advocacy, child and adult 
protective services, behavioral health, medicine, forensic 
interviewers, law enforcement, and the courts. 

SWK 
5024 

Social Work Licensure Exam 
Strategies and Skills 

2 This course provides instruction on test taking strategies and 
developing a study plan. Students learn content and strategies to 
pass the Bachelor and Clinical licensure exam. This course provides 
students with instruction, a five volume study guide and a guarantee 
backed by AATBS that the student will pass the exam.  All content has 
been revised to reflect the changes in the Ohio Social Worker rules 
and provides students with access to multiple online, full-length 
practice tests in study and exam modes.    

SWK 
5025 

Social Determinants of 
Health: An Interdisciplinary 
Perspective 

3 This course will prepare students to practice by in diverse health 
settings, with diverse populations, by providing knowledge regarding 
theories and frameworks related to the social determinants of health 
and skills to apply the theories and models when providing health 
related services. Service provision for underserved populations within 
an interdisciplinary framework will be emphasized. The importance 
of social policy to service provision will be underscored.     



 

 

  

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
5026 

Exploring Community Food 
Security Strategies   

3 Description coming soon!    

SWK 
5194 

Group Studies: Follow the 
Tomato: Community Food 
Strategies 

3 This service-learning course explores the complex interrelated social 
and environmental issues related to the food system.  Students have 
the opportunity to learn about the development of the global food 
system and social, economic, health, and environmental 
consequences related to disparities in the food system. The 
community food security model is used to explore how emergency 
food assistance and sustainable localized food strategies work 
together to address these issues. Students “follow the tomato” 
through the food system, spending some class periods working at a 
food pantry, soup kitchen, produce distribution program, and 
community garden.  Students also engage in a semester-long 
community engagement project with Franklinton Gardens, a 2-acre 
nonprofit urban farm, on the Westside of Columbus.    

SWK 
5798.01 

India Study Abroad Program 3 This course is part of an overseas study package emphasizing 
comparative social work practice and policy to prepare students for 
social work abroad and with immigrants and diverse populations in 
the U.S. The course introduces students to history, tradition, and 
cultural paradigms impact on the social welfare policies and practices 
in India, with special emphasis on socio-economic, health and mental 
health programs and services delivery systems. Students have the 
opportunity to examine how cultural beliefs, socio-economic 
conditions and political systems in India affect the response to social 
issues and proposed resolutions in a class-room setting and through 
several field visits to government, private-for-profit and non-profit 
organizations. 

SWK 
5798.02 

Social Issues and Human 
Rights in Nicaragua 

3 The short term study abroad program in Nicaragua will expose 
undergraduate and graduate students to the historical and cultural 
context for social issues and human rights in Nicaragua, the largest 
and poorest country in Central America. Students will learn about the 
Sandanista revolution that took place in the 1970s and the current 
political and development environment. 

SWK 
5798.03 

An Exploration of Australia’s 
Systems of Care 

3 This course focuses on two systems of care in Australia:  child welfare 
and children’s mental health.  Australia provides a unique experience 
given its history (e.g., a nation created as a penal colony) and its past 
and present interactions with Aboriginal peoples.  Australia also 
provides a setting where students see how technology is used to 
reach clients, given the vast geographic differences and obstacles to 
traditional office and/or home-based services.  Students are provided 
with information on the country’s policy, research, and practices 
within Australia.  Students are also exposed to Australia’s use of 
technology to reach out to individuals, families, and groups in rural 
areas that aren’t always easily accessible.  Students reflect on 
differences and similarities between the U.S. and Australian systems.  
The course is taught in Melbourne, Australia, traditionally owned by 
the Kulin Nation. 

SWK 
7193 

Individual Studies 1-3 Individual study projects in selected areas of social work and social 
welfare. 

SWK 
7194 

Group Studies 1-3 Group study projects in selected areas of social work and social 
welfare. 



 

 

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
7702 

Research Issues in 
Gerontology 

3 This course teaches students (1) to analyze and discuss relationships 
between theory and research, particularly as they apply to 
transdisciplinary approaches to aging; (2) to identify intra- and 
intergroup variations in aging; (3) to examine how diversity affects 
research on aging; (4) to critically analyze ethical issues in conducting 
gerontology research; (4) to apply critical thinking to inform and 
communicate multiple sources of knowledge, analyze models of 
assessment, prevention, intervention, and evaluation; and  (5) to 
engage in research-informed practice and theory building. 

SWK 
7704 

Community Youth 
Development 

3 This course is designed to prepare social work students who will be 
employed in various community youth development organizations 
such as settlement houses, afterschool programs, and faith-based 
organizations. Students will gain an understanding of the history of 
community-based positive youth development, as well as various 
theories and models relevant to community youth development 
organizations and programs (i.e. ecological perspective, risk and 
resilience framework, strengths-based approaches). 

SWK 
7717 

Interdisciplinary Perspective 
on Developmental 
Disabilities 

3 Provides an introduction to the psychosocial, medical, and 
educational implications of developmental disabilities. 

SWK 
7718 

Interdisciplinary Perspective 
on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders 

3 Teaches the analytical skills necessary to comprehend and formulate 
an interdisciplinary framework relating to major scientific and 
theoretical perspectives in autism spectrum disorders. 

SWK 
7719 

Advanced Social Work 
Practice in Integrated 
Healthcare 
 

3 Introduces students to the practice of integrated behavioral health 
and health care, with a focus on primary care settings. The course 
contextualizes direct behavioral health practice within the evolving 
policy and organizational structures emerging from a transforming 
healthcare environment. 

SWK 
7999 

Thesis Research 1-3 Thesis research 

MSW Core Courses 
Course # Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 6188 1st Year Field Practicum 1 Prepares students to be active learners and leaders in field by 
providing an orientation to field education, policies and 
procedures and training on Ohio Benefits Bank, safety, mental 
wellness and self-care, and the importance of field education. 
Students will learn expectations of professional and ethical 
behavior and communication and how to screen and access 
public benefits for clients. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SWK 6189 1st Year Field Practicum 1-3 Foundation internship in a social work agency; integration of 
classroom knowledge and skills with practice experiences. 

SWK 6201 Social & Economic Justice 3 Overview of social problems with focus on basic human rights 
such as freedom, safety, and adequate standard of living, health 
care, and education.  Content on the forms and mechanisms of 
oppression and discrimination, and the global impacts of social 
injustice. 
 

SWK 6202 Diversity & Cultural 
Competence 

3 Presents theories, phenomena of diversity, cultural awareness 
and sensitivity, and knowledge and skills in culturally competent 
social work practice with diverse groups.  Provides an 
understanding of the role of disparities in the context of 
oppression and recognizes the impact of differences on access 
and opportunities. 

SWK 6301 Developmental Changes 
Across the Lifespan 

3 Overview of biopsychosocial processes of human development 
that influence individuals’ behavior across the lifespan in order to 
conduct effective prevention and intervention plans.  



  

Course # Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
6302 

Organizational & Community 
Systems 

3 Introduction to theories, propositions and concepts that apply to 
the operation of human service organizations, residential and care 
institutions and communities.   

SWK 
6401 

Engaging with Evidence 3 This course helps students develop the requisite values, skills, and 
knowledge for beginning to apply evidence in identifying, selecting 
and evaluating social work practices at all levels of intervention 
and for introducing those aspects of engaging with evidence that 
are critical to developing competitive funding proposals for social 
work services. 

SWK 
6501 

Engaging & Entering the 
Profession 

4 Course introduces generic skills of observation & attending, 
empathic responding, exploratory inquiry, additive empathy, and 
clarification, values and ethics of the social work profession, 
diversity, social work professional identity, the Code of Ethics of 
the National Association of Social Workers, and developing 
leadership skills. 

SWK 
7189 

2nd Year Field Practicum 1-3 Advanced internship in a social work agency; integration of 
classroom knowledge and practice skills within a practice area 
specialization. 

SWK 
7400 

Evidence in Social Work 
Practice (ASAP only) 

2 This course is designed for ASAP students to develop the requisite 
values, skills, and knowledge for beginning to apply evidence in 
identifying, selecting and evaluating social work practices at all 
levels of intervention. 

SWK 
7401 

Evaluating Social Work Practice 3 Second course in the “Engaging with Evidence” sequence. 
Students will apply knowledge gained in the foundation “Engaging 
with Evidence” course and develop skills to evaluate social work 
practice. 

SWK 
7402 

Applied Practice Evaluation 3 Capstone course for all MSW students who completed the 
“Evaluating Social Work Practice” course. Students in this course 
will conduct an evaluation of their practice by applying the 
knowledge and skills that they have acquired during their studies 
in the MSW program. 

SWK 
7500 

Professional Development 
(ASAP only) 

2 Course for ASAP student introduces generic skills of observation & 
attending, empathic responding, exploratory inquiry, additive 
empathy, and clarification, values and ethics of the social work 
profession, diversity, social work professional identity, the Code of 
Ethics of the National Association of Social Workers, and 
developing leadership skills. 

SWK 
7510 

Strengths-Based Clinical Social 
Work with Individual Adults 

3 Develops skills to use client strengths in intervening with individual 
adult clients, learn how to identify and amplify client strengths in 
achieving client goals, learn a framework for integrating different 
strength-based approaches, develops an understanding of how to 
work with the strengths of clients from diverse groups and with 
minority status. 



 

  

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
7511 

Clinical Social Work with 
Children and Adolescents 

3 Develops advanced clinical social work skills with children and 
adolescents: theoretical frameworks, interviewing, diagnosis and 
assessment, treatment planning, practice methods, and evidenced-
based interventions. 

SWK 
7512 

Clinical Social Work Practice 
with Couples & Families 

3 Develops skills for: 1) developing therapeutic alliance; 2) conducting a 
theory-informed assessment; 3) develop a mutually agreed upon 
treatment plan; 4) conducting evidence based and theory informed 
interventions; and 5) evaluating the family’s progress and therapy 
effectiveness.  Students will be familiar with evidence based practices 
of couple and family therapy, and will be able to demonstrate 
knowledge about the evidence in the literature that supports these 
theoretical approaches. 

SWK 
7513 

Clinical Social Work with 
Groups 

3 Develop skills for designing, implementing, and evaluating group 
interventions within the context of various group intervention 
theories. 

SWK 
7514 

Behavioral Methods in 
Social Work 

3 Develop skills to define the key concepts and terms used in cognitive 
and behavioral treatment, conduct cognitive and behavioral 
assessments to identify treatment goals, plan and implement 
cognitive and behavioral interventions, and evaluate effectiveness of 
CBT outcomes and use information to guide practice decisions. 

SWK 
7515 

Crisis Intervention & 
Trauma Treatment 

3 Learn how to effectively intervene with clients in crisis, and several 
effective approaches to clinically intervening with clients 
experiencing trauma and posttraumatic stress syndrome (PTSD).  
Crisis intervention and trauma treatment with clients from diverse 
groups and with minority status. 

SWK 
7516 

Assessment & Diagnosis in 
Social Work Practice 

3 Understand how biological, psychological, social, cultural, and 
theoretical variables are related to the etiology, remediation, and 
prevention of human problems with particular focus on relevance for 
social work practice over the life span.  Learn the major classifications 
included in the most recent edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual (DSM) of the American Psychiatric Association and lean to 
complete multiaxial assessments. 

SWK 
7517 

Social Work Practice in 
Schools 

3 Prepares students to work effectively in the education setting as a 
licensed school social worker. This course examines major issues in 
American schools; theoretical frameworks for social work services in 
schools; the delivery of services; models of school social work 
intervention; evidence-based intervention strategies, and school-
family-community partnerships.   

SWK 
7518 

Advanced Case 
Management 

1.5 Develop skills to intervene effectively in providing case management 
to clients with multiple and complex problems and their caregivers.  
Function in the various social work roles in the provision of case 
management services such as broker, advocate, educator, counselor, 
etc.  Work with clients and their care givers in building and 
strengthening their social networks. 

SWK 
7519 

Motivational Interviewing 1.5 Advanced practice knowledge, skills, and values related to engaging 
clients in motivational interviewing conversations for the purpose of 
promoting their intentional behavior change processes. 

SWK        
7520 

Pharmacotherapy in Social 
Work 

1.5 Provides a practical understanding of the medications that are 
commonly prescribed to help address individuals’ psychological, 
psychiatric, and/or substance abuse difficulties. 



 

  

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
7521 

Evidence-based Substance 
Abuse Treatment 

3 Advanced practice knowledge, skills, and values in preparation for 
social work practice involving individuals with or at risk of developing 
substance abuse related problems. The course covers principles, 
instruments, and practice skills in evidence-informed assessment and 
diagnosis, treatment planning and implementation, counseling 
practices, relapse prevention strategies, and legal/ethical issues 
related to intervening around substance abuse problems. 

SWK 
7523 

Clinical Social Work with 
Practice with Older Adults 

3 This course teaches students (1) to understand mental health and 
other issues that commonly affect older persons (2) to know how 
these issues typically manifest differently in late life (2) to learn how 
to assess older persons and how to use specific age-based 
assessment tools (3) to take into account the diverse circumstances 
as well as the ethical, social, economic, and forms of oppression and 
discrimination that affect older adults’ well-being (3) to know about 
evidenced-based generic and age-based interventions ranging from 
individual to community (4) to recognize the complexities and 
multiple influences, including cultural, economic, and programmatic, 
that affect how social workers practice with older persons. 
 

SWK 
7530 

Needs Assessment & 
Program Design 

3 Provides skills to assess the needs of community and service target 
clientele and skills to examine the gaps between the needs and 
existing services provided.  Understand the models and process of 
the program design and management, the organizational context, 
and the agency’s value orientation, goals and strategies utilized in 
program design and management.   

SWK 
7531 

Resource Acquisition for 
Human Service 
Organizations 

3 The course offers methods of acquiring financial and material 
resources for human service programs through grant writing, fund 
raising, lobbying, and campaigns. 

SWK 
7532 

Supervision and Human 
Resource Management 

3 Develop skills to conduct organizational culture assessments, design 
strategies for client‐centered organizational change, describe one’s 
personal leadership style and the impact of that style upon program 
performance, apply skills in the selection, development and retention 
of program staff, and strategies for responding to difficult employees. 

SWK 
7533 

Financial Management 3 Develop skills to analyze costs, perform break-even analysis, prepare 
a budget, prepare a cash flow projection, determine unit costs given 
basic financial and service data, and make appropriate administrative 
recommendations based on the costs.  Use computer applications 
such as spreadsheets, databases, or statistical programs to create 
systems for sorting, analyzing, and presenting data. 

SWK 
7534 

Prevention Strategies in 
Social Work Practice 

1.5 Focus is on increasing students’ knowledge of the wide array of 
evidence-based health promotion and prevention practices that can 
prevent problems or worsening of problems by strengthening 
families, schools, workplaces, and communities.   

SWK 
7550 

Community Practice & 
Development 

3 Develop skills to critically examine models of community practice and 
development, learn different intervention, acquire and demonstrate 
community practice skills, understand diversity within communities, 
critically assess community needs, facilitate development of 
meaningful agency-consumer/stakeholder partnerships and develop 
intervention plans. 



 

  

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
7551 

Strategic Planning for 
Organizational & 
Community Change 

3 Introduces strategic planning as a systematic process that considers 
both internal (organizational) and external (sociopolitical) factors that 
promote social justice and empowerment in organization and 
community change efforts. 

SWK 
7570 

Policy Analysis & Social 
Legislation Processes 

3 Develop skills to be able to define critical social problems and issues; 
be able to identify policy options; and be able to assess the 
advantages and disadvantages of those options.   

SWK 
7610 

Integrative Seminar I on 
Aging & Health (emphasis 
on Aging) 

3 Comprehensive overview of the biological, psychological, social, and 
sociological changes that influence the health, well-being, and quality 
of life among older persons.  Review social issues and social policies 
pertaining to the elderly, and gain knowledge of federal, state, and 
local agencies involved in the implementation and administration of 
social policies and programs for the aged. 

SWK 
7611 

Integrative Seminar II on 
Aging & Health (emphasis 
on Health) 

3 Comprehensive overview of models applied to the structure and 
functioning of the health care system and service delivery. Identify 
and discuss the roles and responsibilities of social workers in various 
health care settings.  Explain the complexity of the family systems-
illness model and its usefulness for social work.  Define current 
ethical issues in health care and their implications for social work 
values and professional conduct.  Identify a range of health beliefs 
and behavior attributable to cultural diversity.  Explain the 
relationships among religion, spirituality, health, and the illness 
experience. 

SWK 
7620 

Integrative Seminar I on 
Mental Health & Substance 
Abuse (emphasis on Mental 
Health) 

3 This course provides a comprehensive survey of social work practice, 
policy, program, and organizational issues and outcome evidence 
related to the delivery of mental health services. 

SWK 
7621 

Integrative Seminar II on 
Mental Health & Substance 
Abuse (emphasis on 
Substance Abuse) 

3 This course provides a comprehensive survey of social work practice, 
program, and policy issues, theories, and evidence related to 
substance use, misuse, abuse, and dependency across the lifespan. 

SWK 
7630 

Integrative Seminar I on 
Child & Youth Services 
(must be taken sequentially 
with SWK 7631) 

3 First of two integrated seminars offered in the child and youth 
services practice area. It prepares social workers to be employed in 
schools, child welfare agencies, juvenile court systems, or 
community-based youth development settings to serve children, 
youth, and their families. This includes specialized knowledge of the 
current trends and issues, policies, theories, range of services, 
desired outcomes, and best practices pertaining to the social work 
practice in these children and youth service settings. It provides the 
context in which students will apply their practice skills acquired in 
the advanced practice methods courses. 

SWK 
7631 

Integrative Seminar II on 
Child & Youth Services 

3 Second of two integrated seminars offered in the child and youth 
services practice area. It prepares social workers to be employed in 
schools, child welfare agencies, juvenile court systems, or 
community-based youth development settings to serve children, 
youth, and their families. This includes specialized knowledge of the 
current trends and issues, policies, theories, range of services, 
desired outcomes, and best practices pertaining to the social work 
practice in these children and youth service settings. It provides the 
context in which students will apply their practice skills acquired in 
the advanced practice methods courses. 



 

 
 

Course 
# 

Course Title Credits Course Description 

SWK 
7640 

Integrative Seminar I on 
Community & Social Justice 
Practice (must be taken 
sequentially with SWK 
7641) 

3 First of two integrated seminars focusing on social work practice 
from the social reform perspective and its impact on community 
systems and the dynamics of multiple social systems. The focus will 
be on understanding how political, social, economic, cultural, and 
demographic contexts of the United States have contributed to 
shaping the American type of social welfare system and community 
service approaches.   

SWK 
7641 

Integrative Seminar II on 
Community & Social Justice 
Practice 

3 Second of two integrated seminars focusing on social work practice 
from the social reform perspective and its impact on community 
systems and the dynamics of multiple social systems. The focus will 
be on understanding how political, social, economic, cultural, and 
demographic contexts of the United States have contributed to 
shaping the American type of social welfare system and community 
service approaches.   


