
Dear Faculty, Staff, and Students –

Each of the last three years we have made an aspect of our vision statement an organizing principle 
for college events such as the O’Leary Lecture, Doctoral Symposium, and Field Conference.  This 
coming year offers an opportunity to continue this practice by reflecting upon 50 years of important 
progress and frustrating setbacks in social welfare policy and practice.  

Our theme for this year is 50 Years:

The next 18 months mark the 50 anniversary of a number of important milestones in our country’s 
response to poverty and inequality. Among these are Dr. Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream 
speech on August 18, 1968,  President Johnson’s proposal for a War on Poverty during his January 8, 
1964 State of the Union address, and President Kennedy’s 1963 call for civil rights legislation that 
ultimately became law on July 2, 1964 as the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  These events were followed a 
year later by the creation of Medicare and Medicaid, and the Voting Rights Act.

Professor Emeritus Keith Kilty will lead a committee of faculty, staff, and students in planning our 
acknowledgment of what has been accomplished and what remains to be done.  If you are interested 
in helping support this year’s theme, please join us on Monday August 26th from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. in 
Stillman Hall room 115.  We will provide pizza and soft drinks and begin exploring how we wish to 
call attention to the 50 year anniversaries.

If you can’t make the entire time, please come by even briefly to let us know of your interest.  So we 
know how much food to order please RSVP to cswevents.osu.edu. 

Take care,

Tom Gregoire 
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