
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF CHANGE
1963—2013

Freedom, Jobs, and Justice: 
Reclaiming the Spirit and Legacy of 50 Years of Change.

Fifty years ago the spirit of progressive change was alive and well in America.  

n Martin Luther King Jr. marched on Washington, DC, and declared, “I have a dream,” forcing 
a reluctant nation to admit that racial discrimination was deeply ingrained in America.

n The welfare rights movement showed how weak was the American social safety net, failing 
to protect the well-being of millions of women and children.

n When the poverty rate stood at 19%, Lyndon B. Johnson declared “war on poverty” in his 
State of the Union address. Five years later it had fallen to 12.1%.  The child poverty rate 
alone was cut in half.

n The civil rights movement brought about the Civil Rights Act, which LBJ also not only 
pushed through Congress but signed into law, providing protection against racial and 
gender discrimination for the first time in American history.

n Amendments to the Social Security Act created Medicare and Medicaid – national health 
insurance for the elderly and for the poor.  

n The Voting Rights Act passed, finally ensuring that black citizens actually had the right to 
vote a century after the Civil War ended.

These movements and events put the fire to the feet of those in power and culminated in the 
creation of national mechanisms to eradicate poverty and discrimination – to realize justice for all. 
Fifty years ago, many social workers were at the forefront of demanding freedom and justice for all 
Americans.  Let us recognize the achievements of this time and validate all efforts- past and present 
– through a year-long series of events and celebrations. 

It’s Time To Celebrate And We Want Your Ideas!
Please watch our website at csw.osu.edu for future events that honor the 50th anniversary of this 
momentous era. If you have ideas to help us reclaim the spirit of these times, please send them to 
Keith Kilty at kilty.1@osu.edu.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Tom Gregoire
Dean, College of Social Work

Dr. Keith Kilty
Campaign Organizer, College of Social Work


