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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

About this Handbook: A Companion to the Graduate School Handbook

Your PhD handbook provides program information specific to the PhD in Social Work. It is a
companion to the Graduate School Handbook, which communicates the rules and policies that
apply to all graduate students and all graduate programs at the Ohio State University. As a PhD
student in the College of Social Work, you must meet and follow both Social Work specific and
University wide, i.e. Graduate School, requirements and policies. So, as you read through the PhD
Handbook also read the corresponding or related sections of the Graduate School Handbook for a
more complete picture of your requirements.

The Graduate School Handbook and GRADFORMS can be found on the Graduate School website.

If you should have any questions about the PhD Program contact us at:

Mo Yee Lee, Ph.D., Professor and Director, Ph.D. Program
lee.355@osu.edu

614-292-9910

440 Stillman Hall

Jennifer Nakayama, Program Coordinator, PhD Program Office
nakayama./@osu.edu

614-292-6188

440 Stillman Hall
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK
Welcome

To students,

Welcome to the PhD Program in Social Work! Congratulations as you have chosen to join a community
of scholars who are inspired by the motto “Embrace Difference, Seek Justice, Create Change.” This
handbook is for you, to put at your fingertips useful information of policies and rules that will help you
go through your doctoral study smoothly.

You have been admitted to both the Graduate School and to the PhD Program in Social Work. Overall
policies are set by the Graduate School. The Graduate School Handbook contains all of the policies
and rules that all graduate programs and graduate students follow. Please consult it and the website of
the Graduate School for policies and forms. We will point you to various sections that will be helpful.
This handbook includes policies particular to the PhD in Social Work, such as those governing
curriculum requirements and the candidacy examination.

The PhD Program is offered by the Graduate Faculty of the College of Social Work. Graduate Faculty
members serve as advisors of a PhD student, chairs or members of candidacy committees and
dissertation committees. One member of the Graduate Faculty in Social Work is elected as the Chair of
the Graduate Studies Committee. You will occasionally need to get a signature from the Graduate
Studies Chair on many forms and petitions to the Graduate School. Although the Graduate Studies
Chair is the link to the Graduate School, the PhD Program Director plays a large role in administration of
the program, including approving courses of study, appointing GRAs and GTAs, approving travel funds,
and acquiring other resources needed by students and the program. The director is also the advisor
for all incoming students. Students then may select an advisor any time after the first semester of the
program. There will be many opportunities during the first semester to meet other faculty members and
learn about their research.

The PhD Program Office is staffed by Jennifer Nakayama. She is there to assist students in registration,
scheduling of candidacy exams and dissertation defenses, as well as scheduling the use of the doctoral
seminar room for events, study groups, or other purposes. She can advise students on many required
steps and processes and the necessary internal documentation as well as Graduate School forms.
Students and faculty should feel free to consult either of us with any question at any time. It's what
we’re here for!

| truly believe that learning is both serious and fun. Learning requires hard work because scholars need
to challenge whatever knowledge and ability that they already have prior to expanding their landscape.
Learning also requires an ability to play because learning is an inherently creative process. | hope you
will enjoy your time with this program that is rigorous, stimulating as well as relevant and fun!

Mo Yee Lee, PhD,
Professor,
Program Director of the PhD Program
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

PhD Program Overview and Requirements

The focus of the PhD program is to produce scholars who conduct transiational research. Through
this program you will learn how to translate research into social work interventions so that new
treatments and research knowledge reach the populations in need more quickly. You will also
learn how to conduct research in implementation and sustainability of innovative social work
interventions.

To reach your goal of being an independent researcher in social work, i.e. graduation, you will
need to complete the PhD program requirements:

23 hrs Core PhD Social Work Courses
O hrs  Statistics and Advanced Research Methods
9 hrs Specialization
3 hrs Electives, including candidacy exam preparation
6 hrs Dissertation hours
50 hrs total required beyond the Master’s degree
Non-credit requirements
Publication submission
Presentation of dissertation work at any stage following proposal approval

PhD Program Curriculum

Core PhD Social Work Courses — 23 hours
The core courses are specific Social Work courses that you and your fellow PhD students must
take. These courses focus on building your foundation for theory-driven translational research.

If you are a full-time PhD student, follow the timing of the courses listed below. If you are an MSW-
PhD student or a part-time PhD student, work with the director and your advisor to plan your
program schedule.

Number Title Credits Semester and Year
Socwork 8101 Research and Professional Development Seminar 1 each; Autumn and Spring
3 total of 1styear and

Spring of 2" year
Socwork 8201 Knowledge Building 3 Autumn of 15t year
Socwork 8202 Theories of Change for Social Problem Intervention 3 Autumn of 1styear
Socwork 8401 Foundations of Translational & Intervention Research 3 Autumn of 15t year

in Social Work
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

Socwork 8402 Methods for Research in Context | 3 Spring of 1t year

Socwork 8403 Methods for Translational & Intervention Researchin =~ 3 Autumn of 2™ year
Social Work (pre-rec: 8401)

Socwork 8404 Methods for Research in Context Il (pre-rec: 8402) 3 Spring of 2" year

*Socwork 8502  Social Work Pedagogy: Competence, Opportunities 2 Autumn of 2™ year
and Challenges (pre-rec: completion of 15t year)

Socwork 8999 Dissertation Research (register via PhD Office) 6 After candidacy

minimum  exam completion

(31 and 4 years)

*Required for 2016 cohort and beyond; elective for 2015 and earlier cohorts

Statistics and Advanced Research Methods — 9 hours
As you begin to develop your unigue scholarship niche, you will need to build upon the research
methods and statistics knowledge you have. In consultation with your advisor and approved by the
Director select courses that will further advance your training and will meet your immediate and

future research needs. As a guide, some course options are listed below. Courses may be taken
outside Social Work.

Number Title Credits Semester and Year

*Socwork 8405 Quantitative Analysis: Special Issues and 2 Summer preferably
Considerations (permission of instructor) 2nd year

*Socwork 8406  Analysis and Interpretation of Qualitative Data (8402 3 Spring 2™ year
pre-rec)

Psych 6810 Statistical Methods in Psychology | 4 Autumn

Psych 6811 Statistical Methods in Psychology I 4 Spring

Psych 7871 Covariance Structure Models 3 Autumn

Psych 7823 Analysis of Repeated Measures and Longitudinal 3 Spring

Stats 5301 Intermediate Data Analysis | 4 Autumn

Stats 5302 Intermediate Data Analysis |l 4 Spring

Esqual 8201 Qualitative Research: The Analysis of Interaction in 3 Autumn
Educational Settings

Pubhbio 6210 Design and Analysis of Studies in the Health 3 Autumn
Sciences

Pubhbio 6212 Regression Methods for the Health Sciences 3 Autumn

Sociol 8632 Analysis of Longitudinal Data 3 Autumn

Esgrem 7651 Regression Analysis 4 Autumn

Other courses as approved by the PhD Program Director

*Can be used to for statistics and advanced research requirement or elective
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK
Specialization — 9 hours

The specialization allows you to put together a unique combination of courses to help you deepen
your knowledge and substantive expertise. You will use this knowledge in your candidacy
examination, dissertation and future research trajectory.

In consultation with your advisor and by approval of the Director you will submit a form describing
your specialization. On this form, you will also list and support your course choices. At least two
courses must be taken outside Social Work.

Electives — 3 hours
Electives are courses of your choosing that contribute to your educational goals. You can include
Social Work elective courses, independent studies, candidacy preparation hours or courses from
across the University.

PhD Social Work elective courses

Number Title Credits Semester and Year

Socwork 8193 Independent Study (register via PhD Office) 1-8 Any
Socwork 8194 Group Studies

*Socwork 8405 Quantitative Analysis: Special Issues and 2 Summer, preferably
Considerations (permission of instructor) 2nd year

*Socwork 8406 Analysis and Interpretation of Qualitative Data 3 Spring 2™ year
(8402 pre-rec)

Socwork 8501 International Issues in Social Work Practice and 2 Spring
Social Development

*Socwork 8502  Social Work Pedagogy: Competence, 2 Autumn 2n year
Opportunities and Challenges

Socwork 8998 Research (Candidacy Preparation; Register via PhD  1-8 Any term when
Office) preparing or taking

the candidacy exam

*Can be used to for statistics and advanced research requirement or elective

**Elective for 2015 cohort and earlier; Required for 2016 cohort and later

Candidacy and Dissertation

Students may opt to enroll in SOCWORK 8998 during candidacy preparation and must enroll in
SOCWORK 8999 for dissertation preparation and final oral exam (defense). Consult the Graduate
School Handbook for credit hour registration requirements for candidacy and dissertation.
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